February 23, 19^7 



Captain w. F. Dyson 
Administrative Services Bureau 
Dallas p olice Department 



SUBJECT: CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE (1) 

JIM GARRISON 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
NEW ORLEANS, LQTTSIANA 



Sir: 

The attached news paper clippins taken from the February 23, 19^7 
issue of the Dallas v ornina News are in reoard to SUBJECTS current 
investigation into the assassination of '’RESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY, 



Respectfully submitted. 
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DA Says Arrest of Pilot in JFK Death Planned 



_ovk NEW ORLEANS, La. (AP)^Da^J 

S me^an important and stranj^ngur^n 
investigation of 
assaSsmaxio^M^^^^M^T^KeiK 
Iv. was found deatn^rat^^RmesaaJP 
rnson said he had planned to arrest 
?;>|i^rrie next week. , 

^j“The apparent suicide of David Ferrie 
m s the life of a man who, in my judg- 
ment, was one of history’s most important 
s Related stories, Page 4A. 
individuals,” Garrison told a news confer- 
, Sice. 

4 A Coroner Nicholas Chetta said Ferrie’s 
wath was due to a ruptured blood vessel 
id the brain, but that further tests were 
fejeing made. 

/ Garrison said Ferrie, a pilot, had been 
^ Wider continual observation and .his infor- 
'' ' pation “had caused us to become increas- 
, [ pgly concerned ... about the possibility 

-•V*mm*4**9p* by wr featf 

Ipg skica confir me d thlt Ip was brnfred 



in events culminating in the assassination 
of President Kennedy. 

“Because of this, at a meeting at my 
house this morning, we had reached a de- 
cision to arrest him early next week. Ap- 
parently we waited too long.” i 

Dr. Chetta said a note was found in the 
dining room of Ferrie’s cluttered apartment 
which said, in part: 

“To leave this life is, for me, a sweet 
prospect. I find nothing in it that is desir- 
able and on the other hand everything that 
is loathsome.” 

The coroner said Ferrie^ about 45, was 
borru with a weakness of one blood vessel 
at the base of the brain. When this rup- 
tured, it caused massive hemorrhage, he 
added. 

However, because of the circumstances 
and the note, a full autopsy was ordered to 
check the possibility of suicide. The body 

wta*pp|pi*. with a ( «h«t pilled up to 

iter* bad tatd be waa wHering 



from encephalitis (sleeping sickness). Dr. 
Chetta said he had hypertensive cardio- 
vascular disease— high blood pressure. 

Garrison told reporters the “primary 
reason for the planned arrest of Ferrie tva* 
because we felt we had reached a poirjt 
where we had enough information to move.** 

Ferrie became “increasingly more anil 
more nervous as the investigation pro- 
gressed,” said Garrison. 

“Although my office has been investi- 
gating Ferrie intensively for months, \P 
have^ not mentioned his name publicly ijp. 
to this point,” Garrison added. “The uniqtP \ 
nature of this case now leaves me no othip' 
course of action.” 

Asked if he had any reason to belie** 
anybody butJ^jJggvwjjggaWjtook patt 
in the actualassassmanOT^Garrison . re- 
plied: . 

“I have op reason to believe- at ±bh 

point that LeMkney OM^ IOal 
body ia DaHasoa that day.” 
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Investigation Called 
Big Joke by Feme 



. W ORLEANS, La. (At 1 )— 
pilot who 

ai^pnvate investigating and 
listed himself as a psychologist, 
had complained that^Dj|L^^. 

had hifti “pegged 



as the getaway pilot in an elab- 
orate plot to kill Kennedy.” He 
called it a “big joke.” 

The New Orleans district at- 
torney, in an investigation that 
started last October, has been 
trying to prove that a conspir- 
acy was hatohad here that “eul- 
miaated in the aaeasetnatioirof 

Garrison pr om is ed arrests 
and t fcm dc t fa f, bat kept de- 
tails ,|ecret. 

THE PROBE has stirred an 
international furor because-, it 
“backed up critics erf the War- 
• fif OonufeteuoR. who claim 
mi the assassination of tha 
m&rn* centt hardly have 
bprlhg wwfclcf Jast owe man. 
The official commission re- 
port said Lee Harvey Oswald 
shot Kennedy — and there was 
no credible evidence to show 
anyone else was implicated. 

Ferrie was interrogated by 
Garrison’s office last November 
for the second time in connec- 
tion with the assassination. The 
first was in 1963. 

“We arrested Ferrie 72 hours 
r Mtor a- 

■ '*&* *».«***» 

' Clkfa naatka THMM-'-m* «f 

m MHet. I WmTtrrk mm 

Ctt* FBI oa^ov. 25, 1963. 
M a Matter oifecord at that 
qua, we the FBI 

:ffca<MaiJs t«te mm ," 
'Gsntoan mtf M had never 
son a copy of the FBI btfar- 



~HKRE ARE 40 pages re- 
Mttog to the interrogation and 
• r O p ft i ' t m F e ww which are m 

the National Archives in Wash- 
ington,” he said. “Only four of 
these pages are unclassified.” 
Ferrie repeatedly denied that 
he ever knew Oswald, a for- 
mer New Orleans resident. 

Ferrie said he and two com- 
panions went to Texas from 
New Orleans the afternoon of 
the assassination. He insisted it 
was a pleasure trip. 
k&W* went to Houston, Galvea- 
to# and hack to Alckpndria, 
fife,” bssaid, addtag that he 
ijpi give* 1 “moHctoons ,r ac- 
dagat of tho trip during the first 
iHirrngatinn. 

Ferrie said it was fruitless to 
search for an accomplice to Os- 
wald because “My assessment 

cf Oswald is that he would be 
tocapeble of any tetatpetaonal 
iWationship, especially anything 

fll defieste m a conspiracy to 

lull.” 

A POLICE OFFICER outside 
Ferrie’s apartment, shortly aft- 
er. officers arrived Wednesday 
to take away the nude body, 
pointed to a blond youth with 
long sideburns and said, “He 
found him.” 

The youth was hustled away 
by police. Before he left, he told 
a reporter he didn’t find the 
body, didn’t know Ferrie and 

“just happened to wander in.” 
Feme was odd looking. An , 
Wtpltejton several years ago cost 
Mm Ms hair and eyebrows. He 
wore a shaggy toupee and mas- 
Cara eyebrows. 

: Police records showed he was 
fired as an airline pilot after be- 
Mg arrested in Jefferson Parish 




MHK. which Mtiohu htew V ' 
leans, on a morals charge. The 
case never went to trial. 

Garrison said his investigation 

has unearthed evidsaca aot 
available to the Warren Com- 
mission. He would aot elaborate. 

FERRIE, A NATIVE of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, has lived in New Or- 
leans the last 15 years. 

Oswald lived in New Orleans 
during the summer of 1963. 

Ferrie said the FBI first be- 
came interested in him when a 
New Orleans man identified as 
Ed Voble reported he served 
with Oswald in a Civil Air Pa- 
trol unit under Ferrie. 

Ferrie said Voble was in the 
Meiaaat Squarfbsn tad “I was la 
tha Lahafaalt Sqnadssn.” 

Told that his coagiiMcR . tehfc 
tbs Garrison iave^dtedtoa' *S 



JL/. =2^^ 





malfe w Nn i hIW celtbrit 
Fsrrie rtpiied: 

“What will being, a national 
celebrity get me? Thirty-five 
cents and being a national celeb- 
rity will get you a hamburger. 
I want to be left alone to my 
flying.” 

Ferrie ran a private flying 
service from a coffee shop at 
New Orleans Lakefront Airport. 

“HE WAS ALWAYS very nice 
and never got out of line,” a 
waitress who declined to give 
her name recalled Wednesday. 
“He was intelligent and real 
serious about flying, because 
that's all he ever talked about.” 

Garrison said he is confident 
his investigation will prove Pres- 
ident Kennedy’s assassination 
was the culmination of a con- 
spiracy in New Orleans. 

The district attorney began his 
probe in secret last October. The 
New Orleans StateS-Item re- 
vealed the investigation Friday, 
an action Garrison denounced as 
a serious hindrance to his work. 

Garrison said Saturday he ex- 
pects to arrest at least five per- 
sons, though the arrests "are 
mo»t tertainly months away.” 

Ferrie told the States-Item 
that while he was in Texas in 
1963, his home was entered by 
district attorney’s investigators 
who carted off books, photo- 
graphs and personal belongings. 

FERRIE SAID he heard noth- 
ing more about the matter Uhtil 
last November when he was 
summoned to Garrison’s office. 
He said chief investigator Louis 
Ivon told him Garrison had 
“positively uncovered a plot in 
New Orleans to assassinate Ken- 
nedy.” 

He said he was released and 
not contacted again. 

It was learned, however, the 
district attorney’s office later 
had two men maintaining sur- 
veillance of his apartment. 

In Fort Worth, Mrs. Margue- 
rite Owvald, mother of Lee Har- 
vey Oswald, said: “I’ve always 
been amazed th&t the man (Fer- 
rie) was arrested and ques- 
tioned, but not interviewed by 
the Warren Commission. He is 
not listed in the Warren report 
as testifying in person before the 
commission members ... 

‘Tin shocked and dismayed 
that toother life may have been 
fottoW fer UVi Aanngh 
investigation.* 




Exhuming 
Of Body 
Requested 



PENSACOLA, Fla. (APJ-The 
county solicitor was asl|>d 
Wednesday Xo exhume the body 
of a man whose brother said 
he believed he was being 
harassed by “agents” following 
tile assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy. 

Tfe man, Henrv Kil- 

lam. died Marcn7^9647iunid 
■Rered glass on a downtown 
Mnsacola street, 
phe Pensacola News-Joutual 
slid Killam was married to a 
stripper who worked for Jack 
Ruby in Dallas. The paper also 
said that Killam worked as a 
house painter with a man named 
adtj^jla^who had roomed 
iDaUa^atone time with Lee 
larvey Oswald. 

Killam’s brother, Earl, asked 
:he solicitor to exhume the body 
to determine the cause of death. 
Polite listed the death as 

( probable suicide, but the coro- 
ner had called the death acci- 
dental, the newspaper said. 

Solicitor Carl Harper mid he 
! took a statement from Killam 
Wednesday morning and would 
decide after an investigation 
whether to exhume the body. 
He would not discuss the state- 
ment or his planned investiga- 
tion. 

Earl Killam was quoted as 
saying his brother told him that 
“agents” and “plotters” visited 
hi repeatedly after the assassi- 
nation, when the brother was 
living in Dallas while his wife 
worked for Ruby as a stripper, 
the News-Journal said. 

Finally, the newspaper quoted 
the brother as saying Thomas 
Killam left Texas and returned 
to Pensacola to live with his 
mother. 

But he still complained of be- 
ing constantly questioned by the 
“agents” about the presidential 
assassination, the brother was 
quoted as saying. 

Killam moved to Tampa mid 
I worked for three months, but 
1 still felt that he was being 
\ harassed by the “agents, ” the . 
1 brother’s at#*. Mid. 




A-wm 

maafeper Yffid, and 

he was found deaS. 
brother: ft"-.: 

I’m a dead man. I’ve nmtif 
M I’m going to run.” — V 
Tha newspaper said KBtoi 

I never identified the 
specifically. ’ 

Harper said he had not hejt^l . 
ef any controversy surroiatf|p 
the Killam death until he ftp 
!*o*tacted by reporter 
‘ Narker of the Pensacola 
paper Wednesday night. 

Harper said he had not 
to Dist. Atty. James GanAnfe. 
<jf, New Orleans, but planMle hi* 
to him as part of t|f' : t| 1: 
. vastigation. L ? t £ 

Thomas Killam’s wife, VfttiAl* 
'.fed been associated withftT 
feT 15 years, the brother 
seported as saying. 

R ub y shot 

the man tn^warren CaMWr 

ran ««1 letltod Pr*** 
nedy in Dallas on Nov., 







